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GATEWAYS CEO and Board members Exonerated
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Press Release

For Immediate Release:

GATEWAYS for Youth & Families Board and Leadership Exonerated; Gambling Commission Finds No Basis for Allegations Published by News Tribune
The State Gambling Commission Considered the Claims of Misconduct, Conflicts of Interest and Misuse of Funds in an extensive review of minutes, financial records and documents in the Course of It’s Annual Audit of GATEWAYS for Youth & Families and Concludes that there are No Violations of Law and that No Further Investigation is Warranted. 
· Tacoma, WA, April 3, 2008:  The Washington State Gambling Commission issued a “no findings” report after conducting a thorough investigation of allegations of wrongdoing by the president and CEO of GATEWAYS for Youth & Families, Mel Curtiss, and several current and former board members of the charity, including Curtiss’ husband, Jamie Beletz.  The case report states that the investigation was prompted by the News Tribune reporter, Jason Hagey, who wrote stories alleging illegal and unethical behavior at GATEWAYS, one of the oldest children’s charities in Washington.  The charity maintains a family-friendly Bingo Hall in Lakewood in order to partially fund its social services programs.  The GATEWAYS Bingo Hall on Bridgeport Way is one of the few remaining such Bingo Halls in Pierce County, where the profits go to support local social service programs, since the Boys and Girls Club Bingo Hall closed last year.  Charities with revenues greater than one million dollars must submit financial statements and a report describing the type and scope of activities to the Gambling Commission.  State laws regarding Bingo Halls for nonprofit organizations require that they be scrutinized annually for continuing authority to operate.  The Gambling Commission report details that this scrutiny includes a determination as to whether the charity is making progress toward their stated purpose and is spending their gambling revenues effectively and efficiently.  Because of the allegations of wrongdoing, the annual review included a higher level of scrutiny of the charity’s internal records, in depth interviews and two on site visits to GATEWAYS headquarters at the Dyslin Ranch.  
President Mel Curtiss expressed her appreciation for the thorough work of the gambling commission agents, “It is a difficult thing to respond to unjust accusations, particularly when they are made in such a public forum.  We’ve tried to tell people that we are scrutinized by the government and that auditors dig into our books no less than 3 times a year, and that we always pass muster.  We adopted an audit committee and internal controls in advance of any government requirements and we are still dedicated to ongoing improvements to our operations.  But that isn’t dramatic enough to withstand the virulent assumption that anything printed in the paper must be true.  Most people just read the headlines and don’t bother to analyze the content for themselves.  I knew we were in the right, but it feels really good to be able to point to the concrete findings of the government agents.”
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